
Project Summary

Evaluating Efforts to Reduce  
Gun Violence in New York City

With funding from the New York City Council and 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) of 
Princeton, New Jersey, the Research and Evaluation 
(R&E) Center at John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
is evaluating the efficacy and outcomes of  New York 
City’s approach to reducing gun violence. 

The                  study is tracking the implementation 
and effects of violence-reduction strategies used across 
New York City, including the monitoring of various 
social supports and wrap-around services being 
provided through the City’s “anti-violence initiative.” 
The John Jay College evaluation team is studying the 
key components of each strategy, the procedures used 
to implement them, and their effectiveness in reducing 
violence and promoting anti-violent social norms.

The study first launched in 2012 when the Research 
& Evaluation Center began to receive $750,000 in 
funding from the New York City Council to assess the 
implementation of violence reduction initiatives in 
five areas of the City: South Bronx, Harlem, Jamaica 
(Queens), the North Shore of Staten Island, and East 
New York (Brooklyn). 

Each community adopted key components from the 
approach promulgated by the City Council’s Task 
Force to Combat Gun Violence. Supportive services 
were provided for at-risk youth and families and 
their communities, including mental health services, 
school-based conflict mediation, job training and job 
placement assistance, and legal services. 

In addition, all of the projects incorporated the public 
health oriented violence-reduction strategy known 
as “Cure Violence,” which was developed and is still 
managed by a team of researchers and practitioners at 
the University of Illinois-Chicago. 

In 2014, the study was expanded with an investment of 
$3 Million from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
to support new Cure Violence programs operated by 
the Center for Court Innovation (CCI) as well as a 
rigorous evaluation of those programs. 

Cure Violence utilizes a public 
health approach to violence 
reduction. It considers gun violence 
to be analogous to a communicable 
disease that passes from person to 
person when left untreated. 
According to the logic of Cure 
Violence, gun violence is reduced 

The                  study concentrates on three main data 
collection and analysis tasks:

1. Observing and assessing the quality and consistency 
of program implementation.

2. Surveying violence-related attitudes and norms 
among community-specific samples of men ages 18 
to 30 living in high-risk neighborhoods. 

3. Analyzing patterns of violence across New York City 
at the level of census tracts and comparing crime 
trends between the years 2000 and 2015.

As they become available, products from the study are 
published on the Center’s website:  
www.johnjayrec.org

effectively by changing the behavior of the individuals 
most at-risk for violence while simultaneously 
“denormalizing” violence in the larger community.
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